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SUBJECT: US-MOROCCAN RELATIONS: FOREIGN MINISTER'S COMMENTS 

1. DURING MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY NEWSOM AND 
AMBASSADOR NOVEMBER 15, FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA COMMENTED 
ON US-MOROCCAN RELATIONS. HE SAID EVERYONE VERY HAPPY 
ABOUT SECRETARY'S VISIT AND FOLLOWING NEWSOM VISIT. 

RELATIONS WERE EXCELLENT. HOWEVER, NOW WAS TIME TO 
IMPLEMENT THESE RELATIONS IN REALISTIC AND USEFUL MANNER. 
THERE WERE TWO SECTORS IN WHICH THIS WAS PARTICULARLY 
DESIRABLE, 1) SECURITY, AND 2) ECONOMY. COUNTRY NEEDS 
PROSPERITY FOR STABILITY OF REGIME AND SECURITY FOR 
MOROCCO AS A WHOLE. MOROCCO MUST NOT BECOME LIKE QATAR 

IN ITS RELATIONS WITH IRAQ. MINISTER SAID IF YOU MUST 
REMAIN WITHIN THE LIMITS IMPOSED QTE BY CONGRESS, ALL 
RIGHT, BUT ARE THERE NOT WAYS OF GOING OUTSIDE THOSE 
LIMITS? WAS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT NOT ABLE TO DO THIS 
FOR OTHER FRIENDS SUCH AS IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA UNQTE. 

2. NEWSOM REMARKED THAT HE WAS ON FACT-FINDING TOUR 
TO SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE. HE COULD NOT ESTABLISH 
ABSTRACT LEVELS BUT MUST STUDY INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS AND 
ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THEM. WHEN HIS MAJESTY LATER CAME 
TO WASHINGTON WE SHOULD HAVE THE TOTAL PICTURE. HIS 
MAJESTY UNDERSTOOD OUR LIMITATIONS WELL. WHEN WE DISCUSS 
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CONSIDERATION NOT ONLY OUR REGULAR AID PROGRAM BUT ALSO 
THE RESOURCES AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE EXPORT-IMPORT 
BANK, THE WORLD BANK, PL 480, ETC. 

3. BENHIMA RESPONDED, QTE BUT IS MOROCCO NOT WORTH 
A PRIORITY EVEN WITHIN CONGRESSIONAL ALLOCATIONS? IS 
THIS NOT IN THE POWER OF THE UNITED STATES EXECUTIVE? 

4. NEWSOM SAID THAT IN ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES PER 
FORMANCE BY MOROCCO MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED, AND ANY 
NON-UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES MADE FURTHER ALLOTMENTS 
DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, WE WOULD FOLLOW UP FURTHER. 

A USAID DEVELOPMENT TEAM WAS EXPECTED HERE SHORTLY. 

WE ALSO HOPED ABDELLATIF IMANI, MINISTER OF THE PLAN, 
WOULD VISIT THE US SOON. 

5. FOREIGN MINISTER ADDED THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA 
IF AFTER IMANI, MINISTER OF COOPERATION DR. MOHAMMED 
BENHIMA WOULD ALSO GO TO WASHINGTON. 

6. BENHIMA ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY WORD AS TO PROJECTED 
DATE FOR A VISIT BY KING HASSAN, WE REPLIED THAT 
SECRETARY HAD SAID HE WOULD HAVE A PROPOSAL TWO WEEKS 
AFTER HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON. THE SECRETARY WOULD 
BE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON SAME DAY OUR CONVERSATION 
TAKING PLACE. 

7. BENHIMA THEN SUGGESTED THAT MAY WOULD BE A GOOD DATE 
BECAUSE KING IS PRESSED BY TWO OTHER COUNTRIES TO VISIT 
THEM AROUND THAT TIME OF THE YEAR. 
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